
 

16 PRESCHOOL GRADUATES ARE SPONSORED AND HEADED TO SEED OF HOPE! 

“Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means caring for orphans 
and widows in their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt you.” James 1:27 NLT 

Kenya has been hard hit by the pandemic, primarily due to the recurrent lockdowns. Loss of work and 
rising prices of staples were exacerbated by a strange period of dryness during the rainy season that 
has decimated the maize and bean harvests, including the beans we planted on the new land. Presently 
businesses, bars and schools are open, but churches have been closed; even home fellowships are 
banned. The poor are suffering from malnutrition and starvation, and in great spiritual hunger as well.  

Thanks to you, the families we serve in the slums of Kitale were kept alive through Africa Connect food 
distributions and our “business boost” program throughout last year. Now that schools are open, the 
students at Baraka HSS preschool can eat regularly and learn in a safe and loving environment. 
However, 19 of these kids graduated July 14 (celebration pic above), and their caregivers, often single 
moms and frail grandmothers, are unable to feed them or pay for primary education. They live in one 
room mud homes with leaky roofs, many sleeping on rags on the floors, surrounded by sewage and 
unsavory characters. Without a sponsor, most of these kids would be left at home with no future.   

We put out an alert that sponsors were needed, and the response has been overwhelming. ALL 16 
graduates, plus Jane, a former student who never went to school, are sponsored! It’s truly amazing! 

The rising costs have also affected school and transport costs, which presents a new dilemma; sponsor 
payments no longer cover the expenses of keeping these children in school with uniforms, supplies 
and medical care. Not wanting to raise sponsors’ costs, we are seeking a 2nd sponsor for some of our 
older primary and high school boarding students. Please let Sue Choquette know at 
ianmemorial@gmail.com if you are interested in sponsoring a student, or making a donation to the 
IMS General Fund to assist with the deficit. We appreciate your support, and for living out James 1:27! 
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New Site Development 

Through your generosity, the 

balance of the recent land 

purchase has been paid and we 

are now ready to go forward! We 

are eager to return the preschool 

to the area where our children 

live, and with Covid restrictions 

easing, to once again fully engage 

in reaching the families with the 

gospel, as well as practical training 

that can create sustainability. 

Soon we can provide a safe local 

place in which people can gather 

to learn about Christ and find 

stability in a restored, healthy life!  

But this all happens in stages…here are the next steps before us, to be completed as God provides: 

1) Architectural Drawings and Permits: $708 

2) Water well (hand-dug), tower and pump: $3058 

3) Storage and Security Building: $640 

4) Electricity installation: $531 

5) Toilets and Septic System: $3900   
 

TOTAL UPCOMING LAND DEVELOPMENT NEEDS: $8837 

Let’s pray together for an operational preschool on the site by the school holiday, December 23rd!  

ADDITIONAL PRAYER REQUESTS AND SPECIAL NEEDS: 

- Continued protection and safety for our children and staff as they begin a new school year; 
- Loice’s biopsy of the tumor in her jaw showed it to be pre-cancerous and needing immediate surgery. 

Rosemary has volunteered to navigate the bureaucracy but it has been tough; repeated trips to the 
hospital are costly, and we are expecting more medical expenses.  Need: $500 ASAP 

- The plastic plates for Eliud’s jaw replacement came in, but he is now in treatment for TB; on September 
9 he will be evaluated to see if he is strong enough for surgery. We supply food and vitamins to help, ~ 
$50/mo, and Eliud’s wife is joining our “Business Boost” program to help make the family self-sustaining, 
an additional $10/mo. This family needs a temporary sponsor. 

- For the caregivers who are participating in the “business boost” to become independent; 
- For Edward, our first sponsored student in the apprenticeship program, who is learning masonry; that he 

would stick with it, and his success would inspire other students as well; 
- That the permit process for the toilets and other projects on the land would transpire smoothly. 

Thank you for your sacrificial service to the poor, it is neither forgotten nor unseen.  

Please contact us at info.africaconnect@gmail.com if you have any questions. 
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