
 

Mk. 6:34 – 42 ESV "...34 He saw a great crowd, and He had compassion on them, 
because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  
...35 And when it grew late, his disciples came to him and said, 'This is a desolate 
place, and the hour is now late. Send them away to go into the surrounding 
countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat." But he answered 
them, 'You give them something to eat' ... and they all ate and were satisfied."  

Dear Africa Connect friends, supporters, and prayer partners, 

Most of us are familiar with how the disciples actually pulled off feeding the five thousand (that was only the 

men!), when they had so little to give; when Jesus asked, they merely gave him what they had, and watched 

Him, in amazement, supply through His Divine power, because of His heart of compassion.  

Faced with obstacles and seeming lack of resources to reach our goals, this raises tough questions: 

 Does God expect us to feed, care for, and shepherd the "great crowds" who hunger? 

 Does God expect us to release ownership of all we have, of everything we are in order to do it? 

 Will we have the resources to do what He asks if we obey Him, and will we ourselves be able to eat? 

 Do we live in unbelief as to the riches of God's storehouse, or His desire to provide for them? 

 Do we, when things get tough, suggest that the Lord "send them away" to find another provision?" 

Over and over, the Lord has confirmed to us HIs heart for the children and families involved with Graceway 

Academy preschool, and that He will provide for us a way to feed and educate them. Our job is to press on, 

believing and obeying the One Who knows the details of their circumstances and Who hears the cries of their 

desperation. Can we, in the noise of our busy lives, pause to hear those cries and respond? Or will we, like the 

disciples, suggest we send them home when there is nothing there to sustain them? God help us. 

An Update: 

First, the Bad News:  

It has been confirmed by the principal Secretary in Kenya’s Ministry of Transport, Infrastructure, Housing and 

Urban Development, Julius Korir, that the Kenya-South Sudan Highway has been made a priority and will be 

completed in 2020. Funded by the World Bank and contracted to China, this highway is about the global 

economy, and is the same highway that will indeed displace Graceway Church and the free preschool fully 

funded by Africa Connect, Graceway Academy. Yes, it’s happening, and may be sooner than we think. 

The Good News!: Our God is faithful, and cares for the "least of these" and will provide for them! 

AC's announcement of the intention to buy land in Kenya and construct buildings to allow the preschool to 

continue long term brought a few generous donations, and those specifically designated to the "Building 

Fund", $1875, have been set aside for that. Other donations not earmarked as such were used to re-supply the 

funding of programs in Kenya and operational expenses, which had been depleted by a drop in giving earlier in 

the year. We must keep the preschool going while preparing for its future! 

We have edited the fundraising flyer (attached) to reflect a breakdown of our financial goals into steps:  

1. We need about $30,000 ASAP in order to release the Kenyan team to begin looking for a plot of land; 

2. Should they find a tenable plot, they would then have the details that would facilitate wise giving, and 

motivate donors to contribute the balance to secure the plot (total estimated $50,000, incl. fees) 

3. With plot secured, we will begin raising the funds (est. $40,000) to construct the initial buildings. 

4. We hope to get the children in their new preschool before the rains begin next spring. 

Please continue to pray for this venture, for our faithful staff in Kenya, and for the children! (cont. page 2) 
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Eliud’s New Hope 

   Ian Memorial Sponsored Kids Rock 
the National Music Festival! 

Other Needs

We met Eliud at a Medical Clinic in Chalicha in 2017. 
He had been suffering for many years with a massive 

and unsightly tumor of his lower jaw, was unable to eat and was in much pain. He 
had seen a doctor, but had no money for the surgery. We made an appeal for Eliud's 
operation and the tumor was successfully removed. He accepted Christ and has 
been faithfully attending church for the past 2 years.  

Recently, we became aware that he needed a second surgery to reconstruct his 
lower jaw so that he could eat; he has been surviving on liquids since his first 
operation! So we made a second appeal for that surgery, which was provided for.  

Eliud traveled for surgery on July 3, but upon arriving at the hospital, he began experiencing very severe 
abdominal pain - he had a rupture in his intestines! He was immediately taken into surgery to save his life. The 
operation was successful, but the reconstruction surgery funds had to be used for this emergency surgery. 
Another appeal for funds was made, as he would have another rupture if he did not start eating solid foods. 
Though he was still weak from malnutrition and surgery, the surgery to reconstruct his jaw was also successful! 

Thanks to you, generous donors through Africa Connect, Eliud, his wife and five children are very grateful and 
relieved, soaring with hopes that he can again be pain free, and strong enough to work and support his family.  

“On behalf of Eluid and His family I would like to thank Africa Connect and all partners who have been 
standing with him during his treatment. It was not easy especially the last operation as he was very 
weak but God stood with him and he came out alive…Keep on praying for him.”- Rose Juma 
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On August 4, a group of 22 students from Seed of 
Hope Academy were chosen to participate in the 
Kenya National Music Festival, and they came in  4th 
in the nation! Though only comprising 10% of the 
student body, half of the group were students 
sponsored through Africa Connect’s Ian Memorial 
Scholarship Fund! We are so proud of these kids! 

These students are graduates of the Graceway 
Academy Preschool, who previously had little chance of getting an education, or ever leaving the slum, with all 
its deprivation and indignities. What an incredible experience for them! On behalf of the kids, we want to 
thank all those IMS sponsors who make such things possible!  

 

 

 We have two students, Agnes and Joseph, in need of sponsors for this present year and beyond. If you 
would be interested in sponsoring a child, please email ianmemorial@gmail.com for more details. 

 There is a great need for donors that will commit to monthly support, to help provide a stable base for our 
ministry obligations and prepare for growth. The estimated cost to support one child in the preschool for 
one month is $35. An automatic payment can be set up via Paypal or your bank if you prefer. 

Thank you for your partnership in Christ’s mission, bringing transformation, one child, one family at a time! 

The Africa Connect team 
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