
  

 With Tailoring classes on hold due to lockdown, 
staff Seamstresses Lillian and Susan got busy 
sewing masks, and had previously sewn reusable 
sanitary kits for the girls, which are now in use. 
With the closure of local markets, clothing is 
unaffordable, so they now are making clothes for 
our students in need. Here is Brian, one of our 
preschoolers before and after receiving his new 
outfit. The cost? $125 per month. Small price for 
the dignity and joy it brings these kids!  

Next? Plastic shoes for 85 children: $250. 

 

 

“O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, for  you have done wonderful 
things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure…For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a 
stronghold to the needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat;” Is 25: 1,4 
 

This is Africa! Things are constantly changing, but we are going forward, thanks to your generous help!  

Last week we excitedly began preparing for schools to begin opening during October… then on Monday, 

September 28, the President of Kenya reversed it, announcing that schools would not open until further notice 

because many public schools cannot meet Covid 19 safety standards. Mandates of lockdowns, curfews, and 

school closures are national policy, so even though Trans-Nzoia County has few cases, all schools must comply.  

How this translates on the ground: 

 Weekly distributions of food and soap will continue, serving 35-40 families per 

week, as well as the staff visits 3x per week to student’s homes. We now 

recognize what a unique and effective ministry this is, particularly during this 

season of diminished oversight and sense of purpose. The staff interactions with 

the kids has proven vital to maintain that investment personally as well as in 

their schoolwork. High school students are also meeting regularly; Joseph writes, 

“I am so grateful for the food distribution and constant visitation by the staff. It’s 

so encouraging, we promise not to let you down by engaging in bad acts.”  

Ruth shared, “As a girl I am so happy for the support and constant follow up by 

the staff during which we get advice which is quite helpful. The weekly 

distribution of food is so helpful and may God bless all who give towards this.” 

 This ministry has deepened, as the staff gathers families living nearby into small groups, where they 

receive weekly encouragement from the Word of God, and learn to support each other in prayer. Team 

leaders report great fruit from this, as parents as well as students are facing much temptation to return to 

previous unhealthy lifestyles. One of our parents died this week, after returning to her alcohol addiction. 

 We have started our “business boost” initiative, which targets certain moms and guardians who have 

proved faithful to receive the temporary help they need to get their business going and become self-

supporting. We began with $50 and 4 women: Mama Rose is selling milk, Mama Collins is producing take-

away “chips” (French fries); Grandma Zablon is selling vegetables, as is Mama Josephine. Rose reports all 

are doing well with their business, reinvesting their profits wisely. We plan to expand this short term, low 

risk program, as other mamas recognize the benefits of personal initiative and discipline in their lives.  
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Radio report: 

Radio ministry continues on two weekly shows featuring Pastor Apollo Juma on Imani 

Radio, each show reaching over 2 million people in this critical season. Pastor 

Solomon, a listener, writes: “I am so blessed by the weekly program, and have 

encouraged [others] to tune in as the teaching has great insight and is sound 

doctrinally.” Apollo shared, “With many being blessed by God’s Word, we see the 

radio ministry as a great tool in outreach mission and pray that God will grace us to 

study and share the word with courage. We thank our partners for their continued 

support that has made it possible for the two programs to be aired.” 

Ian Memorial Scholarship Fund Report: 

The constant uncertainty and conflicting news reports have made it difficult to navigate IMS policy and finances 

for the current school year, as well as school year coming up next. Will the students be repeating the same 

grade again, or will the school calendar be the same, but postponed? Please pray with IMS Director Sue 

Choquette and the IMS Staff, as they make complex decisions with limited information. Sue is writing the 

Student Progress reports using information gathered from Staff visits to the homes, which will be mailed out to 

IMS sponsors in coming weeks with an accompanying letter informing sponsors on the way forward.  
 

Other Africa Connect news: 
- We are very sad to see the departure of Dan Kehoe from our Board of Directors due to health issues. He has 

been a dear friend with a unique voice of wisdom and compassion through the years, please pray for Dan. 

- We welcome a new addition on the Board: Kevin Rousseau is a humble servant with diverse experience in 

missions as well as business, having traveled on several missions trips and served as a board member to 

other mission agencies as well as a leadership role in the local Gideons chapter.   

- Megan McEndarfer (formerly Aardsma), traveled with us to Kenya when she was 15, and has now come on 

the team! She has taken on our contact and mailing lists with energy and meticulousness. Yay Megan! 

THANK YOU, on behalf of the Kenyan staff and all the beneficiaries for all YOU have accomplished, in the 
midst of unprecedented obstacles, suffering and uncertainty. May God richly bless you! 

The Africa Connect team 

 

 

 

WAYS THAT YOU CAN HELP 

PRAY FOR:  

-  Continued protection for the staff as they increase visits to the families in the slums, and safety 
and protection for the kids form bad influence and decisions while at home; 

-  Expanded fruit in weekly outreach: 2 radio shows each week, small-group devotions with parents, 
and student meetings with staff giving encouragement and counsel in the Word; 

-  The future of Dorcas K and her siblings, whose mother died this week 

-  The mamas involved in the “Business Boost”, for continued faithfulness and fruitfulness 

- Mama Gilbert; she is extremely ill and was sent home from the hospital due to a doctor strike. 

FINANCIAL GIVING: 

-  Plastic shoes for 85 children, $250; leather shoes for school openings, $1650 

-  Transport, masks, hand sanitizer for staff doing home visits: 3x/wk: $210/mo; 

-  Weekly distributions of food (w/beans) and soap: $3800/mo; Salaries and other costs, $2000/mo. 

 


